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Inside the SJSU Student Union Bowling Center, victory was in the air. High-fives were being 
exchanged and the theme song for “Rocky” may or may not be running in the background. Yes, 
you guessed it, it’s the English Department’s very own bowling team celebrating their latest 
win– the Fall Faculty Bowling Championship.  The Strike Throughs, a four-member team that 
features Jennifer “Dr. J” Johnson, Thomas “Shoe Money” Moriarty, Ryan “Interrobang” 
Skinnell, and Mark “Blatz” Thompson, continue their reign as back-to-back champions for the 
faculty bowling league at SJSU. 

 
When SJSU opened its brand-new bowling alley spring semester of 2018, it created a space for 
the campus community to not only bowl but socialize. Emails were circulated throughout 
campus to pique interest for a faculty league and when the group of four caught wind of this, 
they decided to go for it. In the league’s short existence, there have been three seasons and 10 
teams have played at least once within that timeframe. The Strike Throughs were one of the first 
to join and as the team nears their one-year anniversary, they don’t seem to have plans to stop. 
They’ve “created a dynasty of sorts,” according to Moriarty. 

 
The dynamic of the two members, Skinnell and Moriarty, is light-hearted and the same could be 
assumed for the rest of the team. It’s clear that while being a competitive league, the team of 
casual bowlers don’t take themselves too seriously– they often joke and poke fun at themselves. 
“If we weren’t bowling champions, we would probably be fired but this keeps us here,” joked   

Moriarty.   
 
Skinnel agreed and jokingly added, “In fact, Thompson looks like he is on his way for tenure this 
year and we assume it’s because of the bowling.”  

 
Whether it’s a social mixer for student organizations or an outing with friends and family, 
bowling typically fosters a positive, social environment. The faculty bowling league at SJSU is no 
different in that it offers a space for participants to strengthen current friendships and foster 
new ones. University life can be incredibly busy with lectures, grading, and other side projects 
and despite being housed in the same building, it can be difficult for colleagues to keep in 
contact as the semester progresses. 
 
 “The four of us were friends before we did this but that said, there would be long stretches 
where we wouldn’t really see each other weeks at a time.” said Skinnel.  
 
Setting a time for some friendly competition, though, has benefited the team. “Now we have at 
least an hour a week that we see each other and sort of catch up,” said Skinnel. “I think it has 
reinforced our friendships.” 
 
In addition to reinforcing current friendships, joining the league has allowed The Strike 
Throughs to meet people across campus. This includes but isn’t limited to folks from Counseling 
and Psychological Services and the IT department.  
 



“The connections and getting to know people across campus is very nice. You can walk and 
there’s hundreds of people and you don’t really know anybody,” said Moriarty. “It’s kind of nice 
to stop and chat for a minute.”  

 
For those that are concerned that their skill level might not measure up in order to join, set 
those worries aside because no previous experience is necessary. “You don’t have to be good,” 
said Skinnel, laughing. “You really don’t.” However, there is room for improvement. Moriarty 
pointed out that Johnson has definitely improved her skills and is currently the only member on 
the team to have a curve, which is an impressive skill.    

 
 Although the team is capped at four players, for those on the fence on joining, test it out by 
becoming a spare. If becoming a substitute doesn’t suffice, another option is to create a brand-
new team.  

 
“There is room for other teams, so if they wanted to put together a team…” said Skinnel. “We 
would welcome a rival team in the English department.” Although The Strike Throughs would 
welcome a little bit of healthy competition, there are other reasons as well. “I’d also like the 
opportunity to trash talk them in the hall,” said Moriarty. “It’s hard to trash talk about 
academics, but bowling is perfect.” 

 
While joining the bowling league has benefited the members of The Strike Throughs in building 
comradery, their participation has also sparked enjoyment throughout the English department. 
“I think the rest of the department is amused by us,” said Moriarty. “They’ll take photos of us 
and send it out to the whole department.” The team also enjoys updating their colleagues on the 
current happenings of the team. “One of the things we try every semester is we have an opening 
day meeting and so we always tried to slip a little slide into the PowerPoint to tell that we won 
again,” said Moriarty.  

 
For those interested in joining, feel free to email Larry Aldama, manager of the SJSU Bowling 
Alley, or reach out to either Skinnel and Moriarty. The only requirement in joining is paying the 
$50 fee that covers costs for entrance, trophies, and shoes. The Faculty Bowling League meets 
every Friday at the Bowling Alley in the Student Union at noon.  

 

 


